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Fellow Co-operators and citizens across our Caribbean countries and the diaspora, it is 

once again my distinct pleasure to extend greetings to you all on the commemoration of 

International Credit Union Day 2022.  

As we celebrate International Credit Union Day across the Globe, under the Theme:” 

EMPOWER YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE WITH A CREDIT UNION”, I want to speak 

directly to the over 2.7 million members, spread across the Caribbean and the diaspora 

and invite them to join us at the CCCU as we engage on a missionary journey to spread 

the Gospel of the Co-operative Business Model across the region. This year’s theme 

gives us the most appropriate impetus and platform to begin this most important and 

necessary mission to preach Co-operative Credit Unionism from Genesis to Revelation. 

We must engage on a mission to ensure that the supreme benefits of Credit Unionism 

ultimately triumph over the ills of greed and individualism.  

Having originated from a resolution passed at an Annual General Meeting, way back in 

1972 and grown to a Movement encompassing some 2.7 million members belonging to 

some 230 Credit Unions across sixteen (16) Caribbean countries, we are adequately 

poised to spread the enlightening message of our growth, development, evolution, 

success, resilience, relevance and values-based Business Proposition. We have 

developed, inter alia, a diverse slew of modern service delivery channels, such as ATM’s, 

Mobile Banking, Mobile Wallets, Cloud Computing, Digital Banking Mobile Apps, APIs, 

Microservices and Remittance Payments for Diaspora members. We have also been the 

champion of Financial Inclusion over the years which is now being championed by our 

Global Parent Body as one of the pillars for the expansion of the Credit Union Movement.  

While we are aware of all these achievements and benefits, what we need to engender 

across the region is that bold, confident deep-seated belief within ourselves about the 

virtues of the Credit Union Movement that would make us crusaders and missionaries of 

Credit Unionism. We can certainly achieve the noble goal, aim and aspiration of this year’s 

theme of empowering people’s future with a Credit Union, when we arm ourselves proudly 

with words of the Credit Union Gospel and go throughout our region and encourage 

citizens to be part of this mission to bring about Financial Independence and Inclusion for 

all our Caribbean people.  

One of the CCCU’s partners in our Next Generational Leadership Development Thrust, 

Alex Ihama, said in his book “Welcome to Greatness” that “encouragement means 

“to be inspired with courage, spirit, or confidence. It means to be promoted, 

advanced or fostered by something or someone. Encouragement is inherent in who 



we are and what we do.” It is yet another acute imperative in our journey enroute 

to fulfillment. It is the fuel that is required for us to arrive at the ultimate 

destination.”  

So, as we celebrate International Credit Union Day 2022, and seek to empower the 

financial future of our Caribbean people through Credit Unions, we invite you, our 2.7 

million members across our 230 Credit Unions, to be encouragers, to be soldiers of the 

Co-operative Credit Union movement, to be missionaries, and arm yourself with the belief 

in the Credit Union Business Model; the spirit of our founding fathers; the courage of our 

past leaders and the confidence of our virtues and spread the Gospel of Credit Unionism 

throughout every community throughout the Caribbean. Our mission is the revelation of 

the profound benefits of being a member of a Credit Union and the ultimate inspiration of 

all citizens across our region to be empowered through Credit Unions, so that they would 

feel the benefits of Financial Inclusion and have access to useful, affordable, and 

sustainable financial services, that would enhance their livelihoods.  

This year’s message, “EMPOWER YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE WITH A CREDIT 

UNION”, is a message of hope, belief and a call to action. I wish to join with all Credit 

Unionists across the Caribbean as we celebrate and promote the Gospel of the Co-

operative Credit Union Movement on Thursday, October 20th, International Credit Union 

Day.  

Let us empower our Region’s Financial Future through Credit Unions, as we pursue 

Financial Inclusion and Independence for all citizens of our beautiful Caribbean Region.   

 

HAPPY INTERNATIONAL CREDIT UNION DAY TO YOU ALL. 


